Response to the Better Priesthood
Hebrews 10:19-25
Introduction:
I. Our Privileges - 10:19-21

A. Boldness to Enter – 10:19

1. The Proof – “Therefore”
What he has said previously is his argument
Better Priest

Better Covenant

Better Sanctuary

Better Sacrifice
Because of these “better” things we can, should and must enter into the “Holiest”.
2. The Basis – “The blood of Christ”
The O. T. priest never dared enter the Holiest without blood. “Blood” represents the death of Christ. His blood without His death would not be a sufficient sacrifice.

3. The Boldness 

We come not only unafraid, but with full assurance.

To come any other way is to show a lack of confidence in our High Priest and the value of His atonement on our behalf.
B. A New and Living Way – 10:20

1. A New Way - Πρόσφατον – Found only here in the N.T.
New = opened recently [A new car] = different - a way not open before.
This way is both new and different.
2. A Living Way – 

Living Way – It is unlike the sacrifices of the old Covenant which died.
Effective Way - unlikely 
The ineffective way of the animals

The dead works of the Old Covenant
The lifeless path of the High Priest
3. A “through the veil” Way

“through the veil, that is, His flesh,”
Veil = that which hindered access.

His death in the flesh tore down the veil which had hindered man’s access.

They entered through the veil. We enter through His flesh, which has become our veil, our way of access.
 C. A Great Priest – 10:21

1. His Person 
   Not just a priest, not just a High Priest, but a Great priest

He is in a class by Himself

He has a superior priesthood.

He is more than a man.

He is the Son of God

2. His Position

He is over the house of God, “Christ as ﻿﻿a Son over His own house,” (Hebrews 3:6)
The point in chapter 3 is that Christ as one who is over the house is better than Moses who was in the house.

The same is true in Chapter 10 with reference to Aaron and the Aaronic Priesthood. Christ is better than the Aaronic Priesthood.

He is indeed a Great Priest!
II. Our Duties – 10:22-25

A. Draw Near – 10:22

The Israelites after the ceremonial atonement did not enter into the Holiest themselves except in the person of the High Priest.
The believers have access to God without the intervention of any human priest. But there are certain conditions. Believers are to enter:
1. ‘with a genuine heart”
Perfect sincerity

Without hypocrisy

In spirit and in truth

2. “with full assurance of faith”
Fullness of faith: In Christ and His perfect sacrificial work
It must not be divided:
Between Christianity and Judaism
Between Christ and the Church
Between our great High Priest (the only and all-sufficient mediator) and a human priesthood
3. “with hearts sprinkled”
Just as the O.T. priests were purified by being sprinkled with blood - 
Exodus 29:21  
“so also, our hearts have been sprinkled with the blood of Christ.”
This gives a cleansed conscience and assurance of removal of guilt.
4. “with bodies washed”
a. Some take this to be a reference to water baptism.

The quick and sufficient answer to that is this:

If the washing is material, (i.e. the material body being washed by material water,) then the sprinkling would have to be material, (the material heart being washed by material blood. This cannot be true. So, if the blood is figurative, the water is figurative also.

b. The meaning is derived from context of the O.T. sacrificial system.

After the priest had been sprinkled with blood, he went to the laver and washed his body before entering into the Holiest.

Jesus pictured this in the washing of the Disciples’ feet. (John 13)
“When Peter objected and said, “Wash me all over” Jesus said, ‘He who is bathed (λούω) needs only to wash (νίπτω) his feet, but is completely clean; and ﻿﻿you are clean…”
The foot washing pictured the person who had bathed at home and, in the process of walking in his open sandals, his feet had become dirty. They needed to be washed.
In this passage the writer is saying:

One who has believed on Jesus has a perfect standing with God. He has been bathed (λούω).  His sin-guilt is gone. (His heart has been sprinkled with blood). But in his Christian walk he has become defiled and needs to wash-up (νίπτω) before entering into the presence of a Holy God. (His body needs to be washed with pure water).
This picture is put into the form of a command in I John 1:9. Writing to believers, John says, 

“If we ﻿﻿confess our sins, He is ﻿﻿faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to ﻿﻿cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
B. Hold Fast Our Confession – 10:23

1. What we are to hold? - “The confession of our hope”

What is our hope?

Hope is faith applied to future things - 
Assurance of our salvation
Protection in the face of persecution

The return of the Lord
2. How are we to hold it?
Without wavering and without doubting

3. Why we are to hold it?
Faithful is He Who promised

Who also do it.
C. Consider One Another – 10:24

1. The Exhortation

Observe carefully
(This is not with reference to their salvation. The letter is written to believers. These are fellow believers).
If we observe carefully we would not have to say, “I didn’t know you had a need”.
2. The Explanation

Provoke - παροξυσμὸν - stir up. It can have a negative sense. Here it has the good sense of stirring up or encouraging.
To love in verse 24 is the third of the trilogy, with faith in verse 22, and hope in verse 23.
We don’t naturally love. We must make a decision to love one another.

“To live above with saints we love, that will be glory. To live below with saints we know, that’s another story.”
The best way to encourage love is to show love.

“I would rather see a sermon than here one any time.”
Provoke to good works. These include good works toward the body. They are also good works in the ministry of the church.

We have inward and outward works to do.
The pastor’s responsibility is best summed up in Ephesians 4:12
“He gave… some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for [in order that the saint might do the] work of ministry, ﻿﻿for the ﻿﻿edifying of ﻿﻿the body of Christ.”
D. Assemble Together – 10:25a

There were some who through fear of the Jews and dread of persecution had discontinued attending the assembly.

Attendance at the assembly:
1. Shows our faith and unity
2. Gives us encouragement
3. Give us fellowship together

4. It is the starting place for missions
5. It is the place for instruction in the Word
6. It is the place for concerted prayer
E. Exhort One Another – 10:25b

Exhorting one another to do what?

Mainly, to assemble together
Exhorting is “calling out to one another” encouraging words (Antiphonal singing). Calling out to one another.

“So much more as you see the day approaching”

The “day” to them may have been AD 70.

It was a reminder of another day, the return of Christ.


That day is near!
We must be busy in loving one another, and in the work which the Lord has called us to do.
Conclusion:
